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the “P.R” 

Edttor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents } 

FnrroR -I wish to draw the attention of your readers to the 
Dear ’ ofthe P.N.E.U. Conference which appears in theadver- 

prehnnnary n Review, page k ii. The committee have arranged 

.T ZlflrlZ Sc.. i" the belief .ha. it will be fruitful of much g ‘ od 
or'k They earnestly hope that it will tend to the wider diffusion of 
P N E U thought and teaching, and will link the branches into closer 
harmony* It will, moreover, afford an opportunity for the working out of 
new ideas and the discussion of those difficulties which do occasionally 
arise in the work of a branch. 

Every member will receive a programme of the Conference and an 
invitation to the Conversazione through the Hon. Secretaries of the branches, 
but Miss Frances Blogg, Secretary of the Union, 28, Victoria Street, S W., 
will gladly supply additional invitation cards for the Conversazione (free), 
and tickets for the Conference and Lecture (price 2/6) for distribution 
among friends. I would suggest that use be made of these to interest 
outsiders in the work of the Union. The committee trust that country 
branches will be well represented, and that the opportunity of hearing our 
founder and other readers of papers will be eagerly seized. They are very 
glad to arrange that hospitality be offered to representatives and secretaries 
of branches, and will also furnish particulars of hotels and lodgings where 
desired. Anyone wishing to speak on any of the subjects under discussion 
is requested to communicate with Miss F. Blogg. 

Yours faithfully, H. FRANKLIN, 

9, Pembridge Gardens. Hon. Organizing Sec. 

Dear Editor, — A s there has been comparatively little opportunity, amid 
the work of extending the operations of the P.N.E.U., to completely carry 
out the programme put before us and bring the Union into touch with 
parents of the so-called working classes, I think your readers may be 

interested to hear that an attempt was made a few weeks ago to initiate 
such a step. 

A gentleman, who is much interested in mission work at Kentish Town, 
an vdio was hitherto unacquainted with the Union, happened to attend the 
opening meeting of a newbranch, and feeling himself very much in sympathy 
w at was said, was also struck with the valuable help it might afford 
1 • S ^ or amon £ the children of the large Sunday school with which 

tn ^ 0t content with presenting copies of Home Education 

Secretaries of 'th^n ^ **“• F ™“". <•"» tf .be Ho,, Organising 
Sundav • ° mon , to come denvn and give the address at the monthly 

selecting as SeTOC ! held s P eciall y for the parents of the children, 
In very s j mi) ] e SU title, “Thinking Love” (see Home Education). 
more imnorta t — an & ua ge Mrs. Franklin put forward some of the 
contained in thefTT? ** ° f the P - N ’ E - U -> working out chiefly the ideas 
on the raison Jibe Home Educati ™> a »d also shortly touching 

a P°logy for SDeakino- ’ a ^ lt and ' ts importance in education. As an 
hy speaking on such a subject at a religious service, the speaker 
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du;s it ; h P ; r ‘S present ' d was the 

" ^ * ofc»d„«.; eo ? di ™ = 

i« r, “s ^ e,euc,t >"*■ j ^ «»d 

at mothers’ meetings, clobs, &c h '“’ "" 1Cl1 “" ,ul WOrk mi8lu be d »"» 

^ 0Urs sincerely, A. H. Glover. 

"^ThtTsto 3 tbem^imo chHdreiTs hand 7 read '"^ 

I have cholenlf ^adm' my chiMofte n yea^ol/" 115 "TTT * 

from seven to ten years old musicians, suitable for children of 

The Lynch, Clifton 

Dear Editor,— I n elementary schools, between each lesson it i^ 
common to find that the teacher drills the children for the space of three 

“ l°dall th B ° th b T a f d . gir K ^ made ra P idl >' t0 exerc ise their 
! ™ ; a ,d a11 , th u e muscles of the body are brought into play, with the 

Janes,' forked of? ' 5 brain fed a " d 

In my experience this is not the custom in secondary schools. Drill is 
often neglected to “ once a week,” and the teachers of other subjects have 
nothing to do with it. The children, it is true, move from room to room, 
but (especially girls) under absolute restraint— and in one large high school 
I know they are required to walk with their arms folded, and to remain so 
till the lesson begins. Can you tell me why this difference prevails ? 

Yours, Mother of Five School Girls 
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Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street, S. IV. 

7 b whom Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 cofnes 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places: — 

Harrow. 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

Ealing. 
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Mrs. Powell, Great Bentley 

Vicarage. 

Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 



Croydon. 

STREATHAM. 

Beckenham. 

Bolton.— H on. 

Carlisle. 

• Brussels. 

Readers of the 
friends there, are 


Sec., Mr 


S. Barnes, Limefield. Farnworth. 


Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
afked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


The Libr „ y Committee beg to acknowledge, with many thanke, the 

°< ''’''"^'‘vtr^^mon.^'M'rL'scharlieb, M D. 

Sir H. Acland, Bart. (Pamphlet.) 


It.tGRiVM.-A meeting was held on February 17th, at 36 Queen’s 
Gal Gardens, S.W. (by kind permission of Mrs. Tritton), when Mt^s Mason 
addressed this branch on “ The Raison d'etre of the P.N.b.U About 80 
members and their friends were present, and the lecture was followed with 
much interest and attention. Canon Morris was in the chair.— By kind 
permission of the Countess Dowager of Northesk, a meeting was held on 
March 18th, at 6, Hans Crescent, S.W., when Mr. A H. lubby, 
M.S. Lond., F.R.C.S., gave a lecture on “ Defective muscular development 
in children and its results.” Chairman, Captain S. D. Butler. On Apn 
5th a demonstration lesson on “ Sight-singing,” illustrated by a class o 
children, will be given by Miss Mills, at 36, Roland Gardens, S.W. ( y 
the kindness of Mrs. Elliot).— On May 4th a lecture will be given by the 
Rev. Prof. Shuttleworth, on “ The work of women in English fiction. - 
Classes are being held for children in Tonic Sol-Fa Singing (Miss Mills) , 
French, Gouin (Mdlle. Forckel); Dancing (Miss Cowper Coles) ; Dancing 
(Mrs. Vincent Glass); and Carpentering (for boys). — Excursions for 
children, in connection with the Natural History Club, will be arranged 
during the months of May, June and July. Particulars of these classes 
can be had from the Hon. Sec., Mrs. Cockburn, 39, Elvaston Place, S.W. 

Hyde Park and Bayswater.— Hon. Sec., Mrs. Franklin, 9, P enl ‘ 
bridge Gardens (at home Thursday mornings). On March 16th, Miss 
Webb, M.B. Lond., was announced to lecture on “ Heredity.” Notes of 
this lecture will appear in the next issue. There will be no lecture in 
April Particulars of lectures for May and Tune will be shortly issued to 
members. In May the Natural History Club excursions will be recom- 
mence , under the direction and organisation of Miss Whitley, B.Sc., 1 > 
Upper Westbourne Terrace, W„ from whom all particulars may be 
oo ained. Biush-drawing lessons, French lessons (Mdlle. Duriaux), an 
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upwards > wm ----- 

above branch waTheld ^ lnau & ural meeting of the 
Mullins, Esq.,*, cltml Road P NW S,0n l in StUdi0 ° f E * R ° SCOe 
others, a life-like bust of the late" Miss i"° rkS ° f ^ amon ^ st 

upo^ Is" The The , add ^ M^'stetthaJl 

duty ?f pa ren s to C l 1 C ° rrdative S° od > a " d emphatically urged the 
rnnL P r f , t0 do their utmost to secure the obedience and the 
confidence of them children. The address was listened to with marked 

in an IT ^ hi aadlence ’ Phe chairman . Cobden Saunderson, Esq 

address Slf 6 ’ UP ^ Vari ° US P ° ints of Mrs - SteinthaPs 

wTa , w k were subse quently made by Miss E. Young and Miss 
Woods, of the Maria Grey Training College. 

Woodford and Wanstead.— a meeting was held, by the kindness 


of Mrs- Wintringham Stable, at Holly Lodge, Snaresbro’ok, on Feb. 22nd" 

: t h “ “5 - v.,y interesting paper on ”' T h. practical 

attitude of the educated classes towards the nursery.” There was a ^ood 
attendance of members and friends, but we failed to get much discussion. 

e ev. A. Smythe Palmer, D.D., was a very sympathetic chairman. 
Since the meeting several members have spoken most warmly of the views 

expressed by Mrs. Sieveking, who begged parents not to “ leave it all 
to nurse.” 

Reading. A meeting was held on Thursday evening, February 1 8th, 
in the Abbey Hall (kindly lent by Messrs. Sutton & Sons), when a most 
interesting lecture was given by H. J. Mackinder, Esq., M.A., Principal 
of the University Extension College, Reading, entitled : “On Heimatskunde 
as an early training in Observation, and a basis for the subsequent 
teaching of History and Geography.” Rev. W. Chas. Eppstein, M.A., 
Head Master of Reading School, presided. — The Natural History Club 
connected with our branch continues to flourish, no less than twenty-five 
new members having recently joined. On Thursday evening, February 
26th, a meeting of the club was held in the School Hall of Ascham House 
(by kind permission of Miss Abrams), when Mrs. Channing talked to the 
children about “ Queer Friends.” The young people, who numbered over 
eighty, were greatly interested and amused, and thoroughly enjoyed their 
evening. The next monthly letter will soon be ready for circulation among 
the members. 

Hastings and St. Leonard’s.— On February 25th, a paper was read 
at Kenmore, Highlands (by kind permission of Mrs. Craig), by Mrs, 
Steinthal, on “ Professions for Girls.” The chair was taken by Miss Beth 
Finlay. — The next meeting is arranged for Saturday, the 3rd of April, at 
5 p.m., when (by the kind permission of Mrs. Hughes,) the Rev. Frank R. 
Burrows, M.A., of Ancaster House School, will give a lecture, subject; 

” Children’s Books.” Chairman, The Ven. the Archdeacon of Lewes. 

TT 
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• - f 'Puesday, February 16th (by the kind 

On the evening or r. a D.Ph., gave a paper 

SOUTHPOR • vVheler), Dr. Tiea was an exce edingly good 

permission o Home Nursing. interes t with which the paper 

entitled : Hl " ts nothing could exceed the int of not e, but a 

attendance, ."d "» h ' T f ead j„ld. who » i, for granted that 

''““'aeher. « - «** Z eeptivtty Many P-e.ess " hints," 
“Todience was beyond the *Ug« w e gi.en while well-known 

, even to experienced amateur all-absorbtng .Merest of the 

’ r- Joddpr of being overlookea imnr „ sse d upon an au 


was ,S teacher, did not make the iyity< Many priceless “ hints,” 

super' eg ^ beyond the stage were given , while well-known 

h ‘ S w aU even to experienced amateur - aU . a bsorbing interest of the 

Ss > danger of being ^ ^"and impressed upon an audience 
sc ientific discovery, were re learnt int0 practice, 

ixious to learn and willing to put t ^ read by F . Godfrey, Esq., 

SCARBOHOUGH.-February 26th. P P for the pape r to be printed 

M.B., on “Health in the Nujsery was S o full of suggestions, 

was met with applause .all should not be confined to 

rnetS 1 A S th Aslhe work done by this club 
BEDFORD .-Natural Mn ’ J * gummer mont hs, an executive 
promises to increase mu f ^, f n its organis ation and management. - 
committee has been formed J and f nstru ctive lecture with lantern 
On February 27th, a most in . ^ subiect: “ A chat about the 

as 

SSy aid X ^elhei,' ^ic: S s.-Fo, Mies and particulars applfW 

the Hon. Sec., Natural History Club, Miss Barnett, Trim y 

The Crescent. . . f u rc 

EDINBURGH.-Mrs. Berry Hart, Hon. Sec. By kind permission of Mr . 

Andrew Mitchell, Miss Walker, head-mistress of St. George s High ben 
for girls, addressed a drawing-room meeting on Friday, February I 9 t ,a 
9, Doune Terrace; Charles J. Guthrie, Esq., in the chair. The su jec 
of the lecture was “ Co-operation between Parent and 1 eacher in the ^ vor 
of the School.” The lecturer began by contrasting home and school, an 
then considered the means by which parents can help, especially in ay 
schools, the importance of regular attendance, and the respect due to t e 
teacher’s work in preparing the lesson. The question of help given in 
home preparation was fully dealt with, and her experience proved that best 
results followed where no help was given. Unassisted home work is t e 
best test of a child’s progress ; if help be given it should be teaching, not 
telling. All criticism of teachers by pupils should be checked. It is we 
that children learn respect for those who are older than they, reverence or 
what is above them, and faith for what they do not understand. As tic 
home is, so is the child ; the school cannot raise the standard above tha 
of the home. When the two streams of home and school flow together, 1 
te difficult to estimate what heights may be reached. Parents should try 
to see things from thp D oint of " Transition 
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,. , ~ caGii cnna to tne best possible noini A 

1)1° Alfx* lames^V 9 ’ C |l arl0 . t,e Square - on Wednesday, 17th March, when 
StandpoU'" ' 6 ° n “ Educati0 " from a Sociological 




Hill mhUa n • vveanesday, February 10th, at Holmhurst, Copse 
Hill, Mdlle. Duriaux gave an extremely interesting lecture on “ Language 
Teaching. Mrs. Arthur Holland was in the chair, and, by way of 
in ro ucing the subject, she said a few words on the reformation in 
language teaching introduced by Gouin, and pointed cut how very little 
the old method by grammar and translation helped anyone to understand 
modern conversational French. Mdlle. Duriaux, after dwelling on the 
many excellent points of the Gouin system and the obvious absurdities of 
the grammar and translation method, went on to convince her audience of 
the impossibility of giving Gouin’s series to little children on account of 
their great length and wearisome detail, and yet of the great importance 
(if only from the point of view of pronunciation) of beginning children 
young in a foreign language. This had made her, she said, prepare a 
course of quite short lessons, each consisting of a short series of actions 
that a child could easily follow and remember. One of these short series 
she then proceeded to give to a class of four little boys, and thereby 
unmistakeably proved the truth of what she had been saying. It was 
evident at once how interesting and intelligible such lessons must be to 
children, and how quickly they could learn to repeat and understand the 
few short sentences without a word having been “ translated ” to them. 
The lecture was much enjoyed by all present. 


Richmond and Kew. — A very successful drawing-room meeting was 
held on Tuesday afternoon, February 1 6th, at I.indores, Kew Gardens 
(by kind permission of Mrs. Banks), when Mrs. Spencer Curwen, who had 
kindly consented to fill a blank at the last moment, delivered an interesting 
address on “ Children’s Music.” Clifford Edgar, Esq., Mus. Bac., presided. 
Mrs. Curwen said that the first introduction to musical notation should 
be through the singing class, the tonic sol-fa notation and method being 
the best for this purpose. There was no advantage in beginning 
instrumental work at five or six years of age. Bad habits of technique might 
be formed by beginning too early. The first pianoforte lessons were often 
spoken of as “drudgery.” If this was the case there was something 
wrong in the teaching, pianoforte teachers did not receive the same sort 
of training commonly given to teachers of other subjects ; as a rule they 
had no knowledge of the way in which the mind worked, nor were they 
acquainted with child-nature, and the best method of dealing with it. 
Two children, aged seven and nine, went through some ear tests in time 
and tune. A vote of thanks was passed to Mrs. Curwen, and a short 
discussion followed. — A meeting was held on March 1 6th , at Ancaster 
House, Richmond Hill, when Dr. G. E. Shuttlevvorth read a paper on 
“ Mental Overstrain in Education.” 


Glasgow. — The second meeting of the Glasgow branch was held on 
February 25th, at 4.30 p.m., at 18, Tynedock Crescent. Owing to the 
stormy day, the attendance was not large. Mrs. Mirrlees. Presi ent, 
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— " rTTTvflv introduced the lecturer. Mr. B. D. Turner, 

occupied the chair, and bnetiy .. Educat ion on its physical side.” 

° a who took as his s “ \ ki ds / is t) that which trains hand and 

fo- hours on end; (end) lha, 
! ve y t0 work together as when P 1 ^ and sets the pulses bounding, as 
which makes the heart be q - cal training should have two ends 

physical exertion does ' ** dictate to the hand or foot ; (2nd) 

fn view-(ist) it should tra , he C hild should run about. Field Sports- 

it should supply a reason wny are the best way of exercising a 

fishing, riding, shooting, an face t0 fece with the facts of nature, which 
boy’s body. They bnng for human weakness. Ihus he 

plays its game without a io^ance ^ as ^ a foe . Where field 

learns to endure haidnes , ^ of importa nce; they give exercise, 

sports are outof ques ^ readiness 0 f eye and hand and foot; they 
but they do “ or *» “ Jh- d knocks or weather; they require co-operation; 
teach hardiness, no • . the y teach both how to govern and 

they implant ^ fUourt.e form of exercise in Germany, 

h0 , obey. Gy • u may str aighten the body, is otherwise 

as in gills stho Cricket or football the lecturer strongly recoin- 

? h ev are he best games to enoourage pinch, readiness, 
““op faiion, and habits of discipline. But, besides playing football 
S each boy should have a hobby to pursue at home. The want 
of'such^a hobby is very marked among men educated at public schools, 
yet such a hobby might be the saving of many a lad at the turning-point 
of his life Some discussion followed. Mr. Turner cordially agreed wi 1 
the President’s remark that an interest in out-door games gives boys 
something to talk about, and prevents much idle and improper conversa- 
tion Mrs. Greig, the hostess, in a few well-chosen words, expressed the 
interest felt by all in the admirable address so kindly delivered by 
Mr. Turner. 

Farn WORTH.— A drawing-room meeting was held on February 15th, 
by kind permission of Mrs. Harold Barnes, at Limefield. Mrs. Wright, of 
Wallasey, gave a little account of the working of the branch there, and 
spoke of the great help to parents the Union would prove. After this there 
was a discussion on “ Bicycling for girls,” and it was agreed that with a 
good, suitable saddle, and moderation in speed and distance, bicycling is 
good even for growing girls. Several new members joined the branch 
at the close of the meeting. 

Colchester. — A meeting of the Educated Mothers 7 Union was held in 
the Library of Colchester Castle, and by the kind permission of Mrs. 
Round, a most interesting address was given by Mrs. Steinthal, on the 
Parents National Educational Union. It had been hoped that a branch 
would then have been formed, but owing to the absence of Mrs. Round, as 
representing the Educated Mothers’ Union in Colchester, it was considered 
advisable, although there was considerable interest displayed, to postpone 
the formation of a branch until the next meeting of the Educated 
Mothers’ Union. & 
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OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


OBEDIENCE; 

or 

THE PLACE OF MILITARY DISCIPLINE 
IN EDUCATION. 

By T. G. Roofer, M.A., H.M.I. 

“ Obedience for its own sake is the worst of vices ."—Headmaster at the 
Headmasters' Conference. 

For a most amusing description of disobedient children 
no better reference can be found than Acton Bel Ts novel, 
“ Agnes Grey,” and more especially the following graphic 
scene, when the heroine was a sorely tried governess in 
Mr. Bloomfield's family : — 

“1 particularly remember one wild snowy afternoon after 
my return in January; the children had all come up from 
dinner, loudly declaring that they meant ‘to be naughty/ 
and they had well kept their resolution, though I had talked 
myself hoarse and wearied every muscle in my throat in the 
vain attempt to reason them out of it 1 had got Tom pinned 
up in a corner, whence I told him he should not escape till 
he had done his appointed task. Meantime Fannie had 
possessed herself of my work-bag and was rifling its contents 
— and spitting into it besides. 1 told her to let it alone, but 
to no purpose, of course. ‘ Burn it Fanny/ cried Tom ; and 
this command she hastened to obey. 1 sprang to snatch it 
from the fire, and Tom darted to the door. ‘Mary Ann, 
throw her desk out of the window/ cried he : and my precious 
desk containing my letters and papers, my small amount of 
cash, and all my valuables, was about to be precipitated from 
v<jl. VIII. —NO. 5. 


